
Canada 2015: Can we rely
on polls?
By Claire Durand,

Professor, department of sociology, 
Université de Montréal, 

Vice-president/president elect WAPOR

Presented at the Center for the Study of Democratic
Citizenship (CSDC) Panel on the Canada 2015

election,
McGill University, Montreal, October 16, 2015

© C. Durand, 2015

©Claire Durand, 16/10/2015



cAre polls biased?
cDo polls differ according to modes?
cConclusion: Can we rely on polls?

Outline
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Are polls biased?
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Canada 2011 -total

cCons: - 3.7%; 
cWeb: -1.5%, 
c IVR: - 3.0%

cNanos: 
cLib +3.8, 
cNPD - 1.7

cBias against the Conservative party.
cWeb and IVR contribute to bias in a similar

direction.
cNanos using a quite different question than the

others, differs from the others
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Canada 2011 -Ontario

cCons: -4.1%
cNanos:
c  +2 Cons
c  +3.2 Libs

cBias against the Conservative party.
cOnly Nanos, differs significantly from the

other pollsters/methods.
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Canada 2008
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Canada 2008 -Ontario
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Canada 2006
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Canada 2015
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Canada 2015 -revisited
CPC:+3.0; LPC:-1.25; NDP: -1.25; Green: -0.5
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Canada 2015 -Ontario
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Canada 2015 -Ontario -
revisited

CPC:+3.5; LPC:-1.5; NDP: -1.5; Green: -0.5
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Do polls differ according to
modes?
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Canada 2015
cMeans,

compared to
telephone
(Nanos):

cWEB:
cLPC:-1.3

cIVR:
cLPC:-1.5

cIVR more
variable,
no outliers

©Claire Durand, 16/10/2015



Canada 2015 -Ontario
cMeans,

compared to
telephone
(Nanos):

cWEB:
cCPC:-2.5
cNDP:+3.9

cIVR:
cLPC:-2.2
cNDP:+2.6

c IVR more
variable,
many outliers
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Canada 2015-Québec
cMeans,

compared to
telephone
(Nanos):

cWEB:
cCPC:+1.7
cLPC:-2.9
cBQ:+2.7

cIVR:
cCPC:+5.1
cLPC:-2.9
cNPD: -2.8
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cThe Conservative party will likely be
underestimated.

cThere is much variability according to mode,
particularly in sub-samples (provinces and
regions).

cThose who project the number of seats rely
on global information by province/region
AND this information is much variable.

cIf you want to cast a strategic vote, beware
of the polls; they are not that helpful.

Conclusion
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